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XXI.  An  Account  of  two  Injlances 
oj  the  true  Scurvy ,  feemingly  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  want  of  due  Nou- 
r  foment ;  being  an  LxtraEl  of  a 
Letter  addrejfed  to  Dr.  Baker, 
by  Francis  Milman,  M.  B. 
Fellow  of  Fxeter  College ,  in  Ox¬ 
ford,  and  one  of  Dr.  Radcliffe’s 
travelling  Phyfcians.  Communi¬ 
cated  by  Dr.  Baker. 


Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  December  i  1,  1771. 
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ARTHA  Snare,  of  the 
parifh  of  Brandon  in  Suf- 
“  folk,  an  unmarried  woman,  about 
“  forty  years  of  age,  was,  in  Janu- 
“  ary  1771,  feized  with  an  extraor- 
“  dinary  laffitude,  and  inactivity,  to- 
*c  gether  with  wandering  pains  in 


H  h 


U 


her 


u 


(c 


MEDICAL 

il  her  ihoulders,  arms,  and  bread:, 
‘‘  not  attended  with  a  dwelling  in 
i(  any  of  the  parts  affedted.  Her 
“  fefpiration  was  at  the  fame  time 
“  difficult  and  opprefied.  Thefe 
“  fymptoms  increafed  upon  her  every 
“  day.  In  the  latter  end  of  April, 
“  being  then  in  the  neighbourhood, 
“  I  was  defiled  to  vifit  her  as  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  charity,  and  as  a  perfon, 
the  fingularity  of  whofe  cafe  might 
be  worthy  of  my  attention.  I 
“  found  her  labouring  under  a 
“  dyfpnoea ,  and  pain  in  her  breaft, 
“  with  a  weak,  and  very  quick  pulfe. 
“  Her  tongue  was  of  a  brown  co- 
“  lour.  Her  gums  were  fpongy, 
bleeding  upon  the  leaft  touch,  and 
in  fome  parts  corroded  aim  oft  to 
(e  the  roots  of  her  teeth.  Her  breath 
c  was  horridly  offenfive.  Her  whole 
body  was  extremely  emaciated,  par- 
(C  ticularly  her  arms  and  legs,  the 
fkin  of  which,  from  the  elbows  to 
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“  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  and  from 
“  the  knees  to  the  ends  of  the  toes, 
“  was  fo  ftiff  and  hard,  as,  upon 
“  being  ftroked  by  the  hand,  to  give 
“  a  crackling  found  *.  In  the  finall 
“  of  her  legs,  for  the  fpace  of  two 
4‘  or  three  inches  above  each  ankle, 
“  the  Ikin  was  cracked  in  feveral 
“  places,  where  it  poured  out  a  thin 
“  ichorous  fluid,  which,  drying,  gave 
<f  that  whole  fpace  the  appearance  of 
(S  an  intire  fcab,  except  where  its 
“  continuation  was  interrupted  by  a 
(i  crack,  or  fore.  The  fore  arms, 
“  for  about  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
“  inches  above  each  wrift,  were  in 
“  the  fame  manner  covered  with 
“  almoft  one  intire  fcab;  and  there 
“  were  a  few  detached  fcabs  and 
“  cracks  in  the  arms  nearer  the  el- 

bows.  She  remained  in  bed  the 

*  Sauvage,  in  his  nofologia  ?nethodica>  fpeaking 
of fcorbutus  inveteratusy  mentions  this  fymptom ; 
(<  Cutis  in  tibiis  crepat.” 
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“  greateft  part  of  the  day,  always 
*l  finding  herfelf  more  ftiff  after  the 
“  leaf!  degree  of  motion.  Her  men- 
“  ftrual  evacuation  had  ceafed  near 
“  two  years.  As  to  ftools,  fhe  was 
“  regular.  Her  urine  was  of  an  high 
“  colour,  tinged  with  brown. 

“  Her  lifter,  Elizabeth  Snare,  aged 
“  forty- two  years,  unmarried,  was 
“  likewife  at  the  fame  time  affe&ed 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  the  difeafe 
“  of  this  woman  differing  from  that 
“  of  the  other  only  in  degree.  She 
ii  was  much  ftronger  than  her  lifter, 
“  being  able  to  do  the  common 
li  bulinefs  of  the  houfe ;  which,  as 
“  well  as  the  linen  of  the  bed,  was 
(l  remarkably  clean,  though  the  per- 
f(  fons  of  both  inhabitants  wrere  fo 
i(  very  offenftve.  This  woman  like— 
“  wife  found  herfelf  very  ftiff 
“  after  any  exercife.  Her  arms  were 
“  much  lefs  affedted  than  Martha’s, 
f(  having  very  few  cracks  or  fcabs  on 

“  them ; 
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“  them ;  but  the  (kin  of  them  was 
“  hardened,  and,  as  in  the  other 
“  cafe,  crackled  under  the  touch. 
“  Ker  legs  too  were  much  like  her 
“  filler’s.  In  fine,  all  her  fymptoms 
“  were  fimilar,  but  lefs  fevere. 

“  The  foregoing  account  of  thefe 
“  women  feems  to  exhibit  two  in* 
“  fiances  of  a  great  degree  of  the 
“  fcurvy,  produced  in  a  lingular 
manner;  the  circumftances,  which 
“  had  attended  thefe  poor  perfons, 
(i  having  been  very  different  from 
“  what  are  held  to  be  the  ordinary 
*(  caufes  of  that  difeafe.  They  net* 
“  ther  had  lived  in  a  cold,  moift  air, 
“  nor  in  a  low  country  ;  nor  had 
“  faked  meat  been  their  food.  On 
fC  the  contrary,  their  place  of  habi- 
“  tation  was  on  the  high  and  fandy 
“  heath  of  Brandon ;  and,  though  a 
ground-floor,  was  perfedtly  dry, 
<e  and  well  defended  from  the 
(C  weather.  This  being  the  cafe, 

“  it 
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u  it  did  not  immediately  occur  to 
“  me,  from  what  probable  caufes 
<c  this  cruel  malady  might  reafona- 
“■  bly  be  fuppofed  to  have  arifen. 
“  But,  upon  an  enquiry  into  their 
“  way  of  life,  my  difficulties  were 
“  lefiened.  I  found,  that,  for  feve- 
cc  ral  months,  previous  to  their  illnefs, 
“  they  had  lived  intirely  on  an  infulion 
“  of  the  common  fort  of  bohea-tea, 
“  without  milk  or  fugar ;  and  bread, 
“  without  any  other  addition  to  their 
“  diet  whatever.  They  pleaded,  that 
“  the  fmall  pittance,  allowed  them 
“  by  the  pariffi,  would  not  enable 
*c  them  to  procure  any  better  nouriffi- 
“  ment,  during  the  winter-feafon, 
“  And  I  was  informed  in  the  neigh- 
“  bourhood,  that,  though  very  idle, 
<£  they  had  the  reputation  of  being 
<c  fober  women ;  but  that  the  info- 
“  lence  of  their  behaviour  had  pre- 
tc  eluded  them  from  that  charitable 
“  affifiance,  which  their  condition 

“  now 
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<c  now  required.  The  particulars, 
“  which  I  colle&ed  concerning  their 
“  way  of  living,  led  me  to  conlider 
“  them  as  perfons  almoft  ftarved ;  an 
“  infulion  of  tea  perhaps  not  con- 
“  taming  any  nutritious  matter,  and 
“  bread  being  in  itfelf  inadequate  to 
“  the  purpofes  of  nutrition.  But,  it 
cc  may  be  alked,  how  fhould  a  want 
“  of  nourilhment  occaiion  the  fcur- 
“  vy  ?  We  are  informed,  that  the 
“  fcurvy  is  to  be  confidered  merely 
<c  as  a  gradually  accumulated  putre- 
“  faElion  ;  but  the  little  nourilhment, 
“  taken  by  thefe  women,  had  ma- 
“  nifeftly  an  oppolite  tendency ;  tea, 
<c  according  to  Sir  John  Pringle’s  ex- 
<c  periments,  being  antifeptic,  and 
“  bread  acefcent.  Whence  then  could 
“  thofe  fymptoms  of  an  inveterate 
<c  fcurvy,  the  putrid  gums,  the 
“  ftinking  breath,  the  difficulty  of 
“  refpiration,  the  ulcers  of  the  legs 
“  have  -  arifen,  lince  the  ordinary 

“  caufes 
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“  cauies  of  them  are  not  here  to  hi 
“  difcovered  ?  A  want  of  food  will 
“  gradually  occanon  a  putrid  taint. 

Animals,  ftarved  to  death,  do  not 
“  perifh  from  a  want  of  blood,  or 
“  an  infufficient  quantity  of  other 
“  juices,  but  from  the  corrupted  date 
ci"  of  them.  All  our  fluids  have  a 
“  natural  tendency  to  putrefadiom 
“  In  order  that  they  may  be  preferv- 
“  ed  from  a  morbid  putrefcence, 
**  there  muft  be  a  continual  renewal 
“  of  them  by  frefh  chyle,  and  an 
“  expul fion  of  thofe  particles  in 
“  which  corruption  is  beginning.  If 
<c  there  be  not  fuch  a  conftant  ac- 
“  ceflion  of  frefli  food,  our  fluids 
“  foon  follow  their  own  nature ;  and, 
f<  as  an  addition  to  the  evil,  this 
**  Want- of  nourifhment  muft  deprive 
“  the  conftitution  of  that  degree  of 
“  plethora,  which  is  requiftte  for  car- 
“  rying  on  the  various  fecretions  and 
“  excretions.  Hence  thofe  parts  of 

“  the 


TRANSACTIONS.  4^ 

“  the  blood,  which  were  degenerat- 
“  ing  into  putrefaction,  inflead  of 
“  being  expelled  by  foxne  cf  the 
“  emunctories,  will  be  accumulated, 
“  and,  like  a  leaven,  Icon  fpread 
“  their  influence  through  the  whole 
“  putrefcent  mafs.  But,  if  a  frefh* 
“  fupply  of  food  can  be  procured, 
“  even  of  animal  nature,  experience 
‘‘  has  fhewn  that  we  can  live  a  great 
“  while  on  it  confidently  with  health. 
“The  conflant  addition  of  new  chyle' 
“  keeping  up  the  necefiary  degree  of 
“  plethora ,  the  fecretions  and  excre- 
“  tions  will  be  duly  performed ;  and 
“  the  corrupt  parts  of  our  humours 
“  will  be  carried  off  by  them. 
“  Hence  frefh  broths,  though  pu- 
“  trefcent,  are  great  a  Aidants  in  the 
“  cure  of  the  fcurvy.  It  is  not 
“  then  the  antifeptic  nature  of  the 
“  food  taken  in,  which  preferves  our 
“  fluids  from  putrefaction,  but  the 
“  conflant  change  of  them,  by 

“  which 
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‘e  which  thofe  parts,  which  are  cot- 
u  rupting,  and  which,  if  retained 
“  would  not  fail  to  produce  mor- 
tc  bid  effects,  are  expelled.  The  diet 
“  of  thefe  women  not  yielding  a  nu- 
<c  tritious  chyle,  feems  not  to  have 
“  anfwered  any  of  the  purpofes 
“  above-mentioned ;  and  though 
“  acefcent  and  antifeptic,  feems  not 
“  to  have  had  fufficient  power  to* 
<c  counteract  the  natural  difpolition 
“  of  their  juices. 

“  The  refemblance  of  the  fym- 
a  ptoms  to  thofe,  which  characterize 
“  the  fcurvy,  led  me  to  a  fimilar 
“  method  of  cure.  Inftead,  how- 
<c  ever,  of  the  fucci  fcorbuttci ,  I 
“  ordered  for  them  the  ferum  fcor- 
“  buticum ,  thinking  it  more  adapted 
“  to  their  cafes,  as  being  not  only 
“  antifeptic,  but  in  fome  degree 
“  nutritious.  In  the  room  of  their 
u  tea,  I  advifed  them  to  ufe  a  milk 
“  diet,  and  to  eat  as  many  china 

oranges 
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“  oranges  as  they  could  procure. 
“  My  advice,  however,  was  not 
“  ftri&ly  followed.  The  laft  fpring 
“  was  in  general  fo  backward,  and 
“  the  htuation  of  Brandon  fo  parti- 
“  cularly  bleak  and  barren,  that,  in 
“  the  beginning  of  May,  the  apothe- 
“  cary  could  not  get  the  fcurvy-grafs, 
“  or  any  of  the  other  herbs,  which 
“  enter  the  compofition  of  the  fucci 
“  fcorbutici\  and  indeed  there  were 
“  very  few  vegetables  of  any  kind  to  be 
<c  found  at  that  feafon  in  the  parifh 
“  of  Brandon.  Indead  therefore  of 
“  the  medicated,  they  drank  com- 
“  mon  whey.  But  they  did  not  per- 
“  fevere  in  the  ufe  of  a  milk- diet, 
“  it  being  impoffible  to  perfwade 
“  them  to  abandon  the  pernicious 
“  cuftom  of  drinking  tea.  Some 
“  china-oranges  were  given  to  them, 
“  but  they  were  in  fo  fmall  a  num- 
“  ber,  that  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
Vol.  II.  I  i  u  that 
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“  that  they  could  produce  any  tf- 
“  fe£t  on  the  difeafe  *.  It  was  par- 
“  ticularly  recommended  to  them  to 
a  bathe  their  limbs  •  in  warm  water 
“  twice  a  day ;  and  the  medicine. 

•J 

**  chiefly  trufted  to,  was  the  peru- 
“  vian  bark.  Of  this,  in  powder, 
“  they  took  half  an  ounce  from  the 
€i  fir  ft  to  the  third  of  May,  inclu- 
‘4  five.  It  was  then  omitted  till  the 
“  lixth  when  they  again  returned  to 
“  it,  and  took  it  conftantly  in  the 
“  quantity  of  three  drachms  every 
“  day  till  the  twentieth.  Under  this 
“  management  they  had  a  fpeedy 
“  recovery ;  fo  that  when  I  faw 
“  them  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
cc  their  fores  were  quite  healed ;  the 
“  fcabs  had.  almoft  intirely  dropped1 
“  off;  and  their  fkin  was  become1 
“  foft.  They  could  now  walk  with- 
“  out  any  fenfe  of  fatigue  ;  and. 

Six  oranges  were  the  whole  number*  which 
they  had. 
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in  fhort,  had  every  appearance  of 
“  returning;  health  and  vigour.  Much 

O  O 

“  perhaps  of  this  fpeedy  amend- 
“  ment  was  owing  to  a  more  nu- 
“  tritious  diet,  than  that  to  which 
“  they  had  been  accuftoined.  But 
4£  it  feems  evident,  that  the  Peruvian 
u  bark  likewife  was  of  lingular  bene- 

.O  . 

<£  fit  to  them.  I  know,  that  fome 

~  t  \ 

“  writers,  of  good  charader,  have 
“  maintained  a  different  opinion  with 
“  regard  to  the  effed  of  that  medi- 
“  cine  in  fcorbutic  cafes.  Dr.  *  Lind 
“  has  faid,  that  “  neither  a  diet  of 
“  frefh  broths,  nor  peruvian  bark, 
<(  nor  fteel  will  remove  d  virulent 
“  degree  of  the  fcurvy,  without  the 
“  affiftance  of  green  Vegetables.” 

“  And  Dr.  Monchy  f,  that <c  though 

#  1  ^  *  <  *  ’  }  <  § 

*  Lind  on  the  fcurvy,  p0  245 0 

•  f  Anfwer  to  the  queftions  propofed  by  a  fo- 
ciety  in  Holland,  viz.  What  are  the  caufes  of  the 
difeafes  incident  to  Europeans  in  Weft-India 
voyages ;  and  what  are  the  means  of  preventing 
and  curing  them  ?  p.  94. 

I  l  2  a  many 
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“  many  experiments  manifeft  the  fa- 
“  lutary  operation  of  the  bark  to- 
“  wards  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy,  yet 
“  this  chiefly  is,  and  ofteneft  hap- 
“  pens  after  the  ufe  of  frelh  efculent 
“  vegetables,  and  the  juices  of  the 
“  acid  fruits  for  feme  continuance.” 
“  The  difeafe  of  thefe  women  was 
“  truly  fcorbutic ;  but  they  were 
“  cured  without  the  ufe  of  vege- 
“  tables,  or  fruits,  except  only  the 
“  very  few  oranges,  which  were 
<c  above-mentioned.  And  indeed  (if 
“  I  may  be  allowed  to  reafon  on  a 
“  matter  of  pradlice)  the  proximate 
u  caufe  of  the  fcurvy  being  a  gradu- 
“  ally  accumulated  putrefaction,  de- 
“  pending  on  a  relaxation  of  the  fibres, 
“  and  a  difunion  and  degeneracy  of 
“  the  juices  j  whence  can  we  more 
“  rationally  expert  relief  in  this 
“  difeafe,  than  from  the  tonic  and 
“  antifeptic  powers  of  this  medi- 
“  cine,  in  which  perhaps  it  is  not 

“  equalled. 
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equalled,  certainly  not  exceed¬ 
ed,  by  any  article  of  the  Materia 
Medico  f 

w  Oxford,  Oct.  14, 

“  177J.” 
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XXII.  A  Cafe  of  Hydatids ,  dif- 
charged  by  coughing ,  related  in  a 
letter  from  ]ohn  Collet,  M.  D. 
Phyfician  at  Newbury,  Berkshire, 
to  j Dr.  Baker.  Communicated, 
together  with  fome  remarks  cn  it, 
by  Dr.  Baker. 

\  ;1  'Ik  •  * 

A  general  (late  of  this  cafe  was  read  at  the 
College,,  December  14,  1771* 

►  v  V  •  ,f 

“  /f"RS.  Davies,  wife  of  the 
44  ^V1  reverend  Mr.  Davies  (re&or 
44  of  this  parifh,  and  or  Highclere, 
44  in  this  neighbourhood)  now  about 
44  thirty-feven  years  of  age,  although 
44  of  a  conftitution  naturally  tender 
“  and  delicate,  had  palled  the  earlier 
44  part  of  her  life  generally  free  from 
46  difeafes.  About  four  years  ago 
44  fhe  ili  ft  began  to  decline  in  her 

-  44  health. 
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44  health.  She  then  complained  of 
“  low  fpirits,  and  an  oppreffion  on 
44  her  breath.  Thefe  fymptoms  were 
44  followed  by  oedematous  fwellings 
44  around  her  ankles ;  which  fvvel- 
44  lings,  however,  were  inconfider- 
“  able,  and  foon  difappeared.  Within. 
44  the  laft  year,  fhe  has  been  much 
44  harraffed  by  a  violent  cough,  and 
44  a  great  difficulty  of  refpiration ; 
44  and  has,  at  times,  expe&orated 
“  large  quantities  of  a  very  tough 
44  and  vifcid  phlegm.  In  this  way 
44  fhe  continued,  until  September  fc, 
44  1771,  on  which  day  fhe  difcharg- 
44  ed  by  coughing  twelve  hydatids; 
44  and  lince  that  time  fhe  has  ex- 
44  perforated  an  amazing  number  of 
44  them ;  whereof,  for  her  own  fa- 
44  tisfadion,  fhe  has  kept  an  ex- 
ad  account,  which  is  as  follows. 


488 


MEDICAL 


u 

cc 

u 

a 

u 

u 

46 


Sept.  6,  1771,  jfhe  cou 

7  — ' 

8  — 

9  — 

24  — 

26  — > 


30 

4<  oa.  6 


<c 

a 

tt 

a 

t( 

*e 


7 

16 

17 

1 8 

21 

28 
“  Nov.  2 


66 

66 

46 

46 

46 

46 

#6 

4< 


i<*w 

/ 


12 

J7 


20 

21 
25 


Hydatids? 

12 
1 

1 

3 

5 

9 

6 

2 

1 


3 

2 

2 

6 

4 

1 

IS 

7 

1 

24 

11 

1 

1 


“  Nov. 

.  ■..*  »  9 


TRANSACTIONS.  489 

Hydatids. 

44  Nov. 29  —  —  3 

“Dec.  22  —  —  8 

44  26  —  —  2 

44  Jan.  1,  1772,  - -  1 


In  all  135 


44  These  are  of  different  fizes,  from 
44  that  of  a  pea,  to  that  of  a  pullet’s 
44  egg.  Generally,  they  are  brought 
44  up  with  eafe ;  but  this  never  hap- 
44  pens,  unlefs  a  violent  fit  of  cough- 
44  ing,  fometimes  amounting  almoft 
44  to  fuffocation,  has  preceded.  It 
44  is  obfervable,  that  they  always 
44  come  up  ruptured;  and  that  no 
44  water  either  accompanies,  or  fol- 
44  lows  them ;  but  only  a  great  deal 
44  of  tough  phlegm.  Some  few  of 
44  them  have  been  tinged  with 


44  blood. 

44  This  patient  has  a  fwelling 
*4  above  her  navel,  which  fhe  firil 

44  perceive  d? 


> 
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“  perceived,  not  quite  fix  months 
44  asm.  This  for  fome  time  increafed 

O 

<e  gradually  ;  but  has  been  attended 
<{  with  no  pain,  it  has  been  care- 
fully  examined  by  Mr.  Withers, 
a  burgeon  of  great  experience  in 

44  this  town ;  who  defcribes  it  to 
44  be  an  irregular  tumour,  not  very 
<!  large,  feared  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  epigajlrium ,  about  four  or  five 
u  fingers  breadth  below, the  xiphoeid 
cartilage,  extending  itfelf  a  little 
44  towards  the  right  hypochondrium. 
44  In  the  moll  prominent  part  of  it 
44  a  fluid  is  diftin&ly  perceived,  which 
44  feerns  to  be  immediately  under  the 
44  common  integuments. 


“  Be  SIDES  this  lwelling,  Mr.  Wi- 
44  thers  informs  me,  that  the  whole 
44  abdomen  is  diftended  ;  that  a 
“  flufiuaiion  may  be  felt  in  the 
“  lower  part  of  it;  and  that  in  fe- 
4!  veral  places,  upon  preffure,  fome 
44  lumps  are  perceivable,  which  feem 
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f*  to  favour  the  idea  of  cyfts  at- 
“  tached  to  the  peritonceum.  Dur- 
ing  her  illnefs  it  has  been  obferved, 
“  that  fuch  lumps  have  feveral  times 
“  been  felt  in  the  abdomen ,  which 
“  afterwards  have  difappeared.  The 
“  diftention  of  the  belly  began  about 
<c  a  year  and  half  ago. 

“  The  chief  medicines,  admi- 
u  nifiered  in  this  cafe,  have  been 
“  pills  compounded  of  gum  ammo 
niac,  myrrh,  flowers  of  gum  ben- 
“jamin,  and  dried  fquills.  About 
“  fix  weeks  ago  Are  likewife  took  an 
“  emetic  ;  but,  during  the  operation 
“  of  it,  difcharged  only  much  phlegm, 
(t  without  any  hydatids.  By  the 
“  advice  of  Dr.  Lewis,  of  Oxford, 
“  Are  has  lately  taken  feveral  fmali 
“  dofes  of  calomel ;  and  feems  in- 
“  deed  to  have  received  conflderable 
44  benefit  from  that  medicine.  The 

fry#'  «* 

“  fwelling,  above  the  navel,  is 
“  now  become  fofter.  Although 

“  Are 
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“  Ihe  has  ftill  fits  of  coughing, 
“  they  are  not  fo  violent ;  and 
44  {he  has  difcharged  no  hydatids 
44  fince  the  firft  day  of  January.  Her 
44  ftrength  is  greatly  recovered  ;  and 
44  whereas  {he  lately  was  almoft 
44  confined  to  her  bed,  {he  now  rifes 
44  early  with  chearfulnefs  ;  and,  upon 
44  the  whole,  fhe  gives  us  reafon 
44  to  entertain  better  hopes  of  a  fa- 
44  vourable  event. 

“  Newbury,  Jan.  .3,  «T  COLLET.” 

1 7  7  2  * 

The  difeafe,  here  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Collet,  is  very  lingular ;  and 
therefore  feems  to  be  welt  worthy  of 
a  place  in  the  medical  tran/aElions. 
Nothing  of  this  kind  has  ever  occur- 

o 

red  to  me-  either  in  practice  or  in 
books ;  nor  indeed,  having  made  an 
inquiry  among  phyficians  of  great  ex¬ 
perience,  have  I  met  with  any  one, 
who  recolle&s  to  have  feen  a  fimilar 
cafe.  Thofe  anatomifts  ljkewjfe,  who 
2  have 
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have  been  the  moft  converfant  in  ex¬ 
amining  morbid  bodies,  agree,  that 
they  have  not  obferved  fuch  appear¬ 
ances  in  the  lungs.  In  the  fepulchre- 

tum  anatomicum  of  Bonetus,  I  find 
two  inftances  of  pulmonary  hydatids 
recorded  ;  both  of  which  (a  frequent 
fault  in  Bonetus)  are  defcribed  with 
too  little  precifion.  In  the  firfl:  cafe*, 
it  is  faid,  “  that,  befides  an  inflam* 
“  matory  fwelling  of  the  liver,  there 
“  appeared  to  be  an  hydrops  peEloris , 
<c  on  one  fide,  and  that  one  lobe  of 
“  the  lungs  was  filled  with  veficles, 
“  which  contained  a  vifcid,  clear 
“  fluid,  refembling  the  white  of 
“  an  egg.”  In  the  fecond  cafe-f-, 

“  the  lungs  are  faid  to  have  been 
“  filled  with  many  fmall  hydatids, 
“  which,  being  gently  prefled,  pour- 
“  ed  out  a  great  quantity  of faniesT 

*  Boneti  fepulch.  anat.  lib.  i.  obf.  3d. 

|  Ibid.  fed.  2.  obf.  38, 

Mor- 


r 


*  *  * 

Morgagni  *  likewife  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  diffedtion  of  an  old' 
man,  “  in  the  anterior  fur  face  of  the 
“  right  lobe  of  whofe  lungs  there 
“  appeared  two  hydatids,  the  one 
“  greater,  the  other  lefs.” 

•f  There  are  found  in  the  human 
body  two  fpecies  of  hydatids,  dif¬ 
fering  in  a  remarkable  manner  from 
one  another.  The  firft  fpecies  is  re¬ 
gularly  organized,  and  is  connected’ 
with  veffels  by  peduncles.  It  confifts 
of  a  bag  or  bags,  of  different  lizes, 
filled  with  water,  which  water  feems  to 
be  no  other  than  the  common  ferum. 
In  proportion  as  the  bag  is  diftended, 
it  thickens ;  and  the  contained  fluid 
gradually  increafes  in  confidence,  be¬ 
coming  more  and  more  ropy.  It  is 
fometimes  bloody ;  and  flakes  of  the 

*  Morgagni  de  fedibus  &  caufis  morborum 
See.  epift.  63.  art,  8. 

t  Several  of  thefe  anatomical  remarks  I  owe  to 
the  favour  of  Mr.  John  Hunter. 

i  con- 
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coagulable  lymph  are  often  found 
floating  in  it.  Thefe  hydatids  give 
Very  little  difturbance  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  except  by  their  fize  and 
weight.  Of  this  fpecies  are  the  hy¬ 
datids  of  the  ovaria,  being  organized 
membranes,  firmly  attached  to  the 
neighbouring  parts,  and  containing 
fometimes  water,  and  fometimes  gel- 
ly.  The  fame  fubftances  are  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  the  kidneys,  and 
in  various  other  parts  of  the  body*. 
But  whenever  fuch  fubftances  are 
formed  upon  the  furface,  or  in  the 
l'ubftance  of  the  lungs,  whatever  . 


» 

*  Of  this  clafs  are  the  hydatids  formed  in  the 
womb.  It  is  not  certain,  that  thefe  have  ever  ex- 
ifted,  except  only  in  confequence  of  pregnancy, 
and  where  the  foetus  has  died  early.  In  fome  fub- 
je&s,  the  placenta  has  been  found  intirely  dege¬ 
nerated  into  hydatids,,  bearing  the  exafl  refem- 
blance  of  a  bunch  of  grapes.  It  has  likewife 
fometimes  been  obferved,  that  th q  placenta  has< 
been  expelled  from  the  womb,  partly  degenera¬ 
ted  into  hydatids  in  this  racemated  form,  and' 
partly  in  its  natural  ftate. 


effects 
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effe&s  they  may  produce,  we  are  not 
to  expert,  that  they  will  be  fpit  up, 
as  thefe  have  been  in  the  cafe  before 
us,  any  more  than  a  part  of  the  lungs 
themfelves. 

The  other  fpecies  of  hydatids  is 
fuppofed  to  be  confined  to  the  liver, 
and  confifts  of  a  llrong  bag,  formed 
in  the  fubftance  of  that  vifeus.  This 
bag  is  vafcular  ;  and,  on  the  infide 
of  it,  is  lined  with  a  foft,  pulpy, 
opaque  coat,  much  refembling  the 
retina  of  the  eye.  This  contains  a 
liquor,  of  the  colour  of  whey, 
fometimes  tinged  with  yellow ;  in 
which  either  a  number  of  detached 
veficles,  of  various  fizes,  are  found 
fwirnming  ;  or,  what  often  happens, 
there  is  a  -Jerks  of  them,  one  within 
aaother.  When  found  loofe,  they 
have  been  taken  for  worms ;  but 
examined,  without  magnifying  glaffes, 
they  appear  to  be  inorganic  concre¬ 
tions;  and  probably  they  are  the 

exu- 


TRANSACTIONS.  497 

exudation  of  the  coagulable  lymph 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  great 
containing  bag,  infpiffated. 

This  fpecies  of  hydatids  is  very  apt 
to  produce  mifchievous  effects.  For 
example,  the  external  cyft  fometimes 
burfts ;  and  its  contents  are  dis¬ 
charged  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  thus  caufing  a  kind  of  afcites. 
This  external  cyft  is  likewife  fubjedt 
to  inflammation,  and  adheflon  to  the 
circumjacent  parts ;  from  whence, 
efpecially  if  fuppuration  takes  place, 
various  ill  conl'equences  follow,  ac¬ 
cording  as  different  parts  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  affedted  by  means  of  their 
contiguity. 

With  regard  to  the  difeafe  of  Dr. 

O 

Collet’s  patient,  it  is  obfervable,  that 
the  hydatids,  which  fhe  has  dif- 
charged,  are  evidently  to  be  referred 
to  the  fecond  fpecies,  or  that  which 
is  held  to  be  peculiar  to  the  liver.  It 
is  likewife  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
Vol.  II.  K  k  tumour , 
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tumour ,  Jituated  above  the  navel ,  from 
the  defcription  of  it  above  given  by 
Mr.  Withers,  fhould  feem  to  belong 
to  the  liver.  If  then  a  conjecture, 
on  a  fubjedt,  which  is  at  prefent  ob- 
fcure,  and  which  admits  of  no  de- 
monftration,  may  be  hazarded  ;  is  it 
not  poffible,  that,  by  the  gradual  ope¬ 
ration  of  morbid  effedts,  a  communica¬ 
tion  may  have  been  opened  between 
that  tumour and  a  branch  of  the 
trachea  f  In  the  opinion  of  fome  of 
our  moft  expert  and  moft  judicious 
anatomifts,  fuch  a  fuppolition  is  not 
without  probability. 


/ 

*  ) 
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